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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Simon, Stabenow to speak at commencement 
Beck, Davidson will be 
honored by alumni 
Two women with long, distinguished histo-
ries in Michigan government and education 
will speak at commencement ceremonies on 
April 26 at Van Andel Arena in downtown 
Grand Rapids. 
MSU President Lou Anna K. Simon will be 
the 10 a. m. commencement speaker; U.S. Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow (D-Michigan) will be the 
speaker for 3 p.m. commencement. Both will 
receive an Honorary Doctor of Public Service. 
Simon is the 20th president of Michigan State 
University. She served as provost and vice 
president for academic affairs from 1993-2004, 
interim president in 2003 and was appointed 
pres ident by the MSU Board of Trustees in 
January 2005. After earning her doctorate 
in administration and higher education from 
MSU in 1974, she became a member of the 
MSU faculty and assistant director of the 
Office of Institutional Research. 
In 2000, Stabenow became the first 
woman from Michigan elected to 
the U.S. Senate. In 2006, she was 
appointed to the Senate Finance 
Committee. She also serves on 
the Senate Budget and Agriculture 
committees and is chairing the 
Agriculture Subcommittee on 
Rural Revitalization , Conservation, 
Forestry, and Credit. She was 
elected to the Michigan House of 
Representatives and served for 12 
years ( 1979-90), then became the 
first woman to preside over the House. 
She served in the State Senate for four 
years (1991-94 ). Elected to Congress in 1996 
representing Michigan's Eighth Congressional 
District, she won election to the U.S. Senate. 
The morning ceremony includes graduates of 
the College of Community and Public Service, 
College of Engineering and Computing, 
College of Health Professions, Kirkhof 
College of Nursing and Seidman College of 
Business. Robing is at 9:30 a. m. , line-up for 
the processional will start at 9:45. 
Teresa Beck William 5. Davidson, II 
The afternoon ceremony includes the College 
of Education, College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies and College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. Robing is at 2:30 p.m. , line-up for 
the processional will start at 2:45. 
Alumni Awards 
William S. Davidson, II, wi ll be honored as 
see 'Commencement' on page 3 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
Civil rights commission holds forum 
Discussion about the line between hate speech and free speech drew 
about 40 people to a forum sponsored by the Michigan Civil Rights 
Commission. 
The commission met March 31 in the Cook-DeWitt Center and then 
heard from a panel that included a Grand Valley staff member and rep-
resentatives from the Grand Rapids Human Rights Commission, ACLU 
and Michigan State University. Commission members had viewed the 
forum as an opportunity for students and others to create common under-
standings about legitimate dialogue in a learning community. 
Jeanne Arnold, vice president for Inclusion and Equity, said the forum 
was a good opportunity to talk about sensitive issues and learn to show 
respect for each other. She said the commission holds similar meetings 
around the state and that former Grand Valley Trustee Karen Henry 
Stokes, now a commissioner, was instrumental in bringing the Civil 
Rights Commission to GVSU. 
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, director of the Women 's Center and co-chair 
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Panelists discuss free speech and hate speech during an open forum 
sponsored by the Michigan Civil Rights Commission March 37 . 
of the Team Against Bias, was a panelist and spoke about the bias inci-
dent protocol that has been implemented. She said that educators are 
challenged when looking at the harm of hate speech versus the impor-
continues on page 2 
2 Forum I April 7, 2008 
Across Campus 
continued from page I 
tance of free speech. "Grand Valley clearly values and adheres to First 
Amendment principles with the understanding that academic freedom 
is our foundation ," she said. "We also care about creating environments 
where everyone can benefit from all that universities have to offer without 
being isolated or stigmatized by hate." 
Languages and Literatures, asked for student volunteers from each of her 
three beginning Spanish classes. The 18 students were then paired with 
students from an English language class at Universidad Javeriana. Every 
week, the students compile a list of questions to ask each other based on 
an area they are studying, such as daily routines and dietary differences. 
Using free software from Skype, both sets of students spend an hour each 
Thursday video chatting. 
Faculty applicants needed for fellowship 
The Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Leadership seeks faculty applicants for the Russell G. Mawby Fellowship 
in Philanthropic Studies. 
"The experience has yielded additional benefits for both sets of students," 
she said. "It gives our students a taste and interest in study abroad oppor-
tunities, as well as allows interaction with students in a country where 
such visits are not currently possible." 
The fe llowship provides the opportunity for one faculty member to work 
with two undergraduate students on a research project addressing relevant 
issues related to philanthropic studies. The topic will focus on philanthro-
py and the American presidency. 
As the semester comes to an end , the student vo lunteers will give presen-
tations about their experiences to classmates on April 15. 
Celebrating Cesar Chavez 
The fellowship is expected to last one year, although in some exceptional 
cases it may be extended over two years. Faculty fe llows wi ll receive a 
$5,000 stipend (or $2,500 over two years). Applications are due May 30. 
Visit the Web site www.gvsu.edu/jcp for application materials. Contact 
Sara Winchester at winchesa@gvsu.edu or xl 7589 with questions. 
Virtual pen pals boost 
foreign language studies 
Learning a second language has moved a long way from the rote memo-
rization of vocabulary and grammar of previous generations. A group of 
Spanish language students have boosted their language and cultural under-
standing by using modern technology to become virtual pen pals with col-
lege students in Colombia. 
Maria Villalobos-Buehner, who teaches in the Department of Modern 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Ricardo Meza, regional counsel at the Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Education Fund, shakes hands prior to his speech 
March 31 in the Kirkhof Center. Meza's speech kicked off events 
for Cesar Chavez Week. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion dead li ne is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 I6-33 1-2221. 
Fax: 6 16-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an on li ne 
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
News and Information Services Staff: 
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president 
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Brian J. Bowe, communications specialist 
Michele Coffi ll , communications specialist 
Mary !sea Pirkola, communications speciali st 
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager 
Elizabeth Lienau, photography coordinator 
Amanda Pitts, photographer 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and dai ly campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
GRAND VALLEYll 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gv magazine. 
Grand Valley Stale University is an 
affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
GV Faces 
Joy Seeley 
IT Senior Network Systems Engineer 
As senior network systems engineer, Joy Seeley 
manages behind-the-scenes activities for the 
Macintosh servers and computers at Grand Valley. 
She handles log-in accounts, applications and 
printers, as well as maintaining and backing up the 
servers. 
Each systems engineer is assigned a portion of the 
200-plus servers on campus. "When I started in the 
Information Technology Department, I was an NV 
technician and did desktop support," said Seeley. 
"When I started, there was only one Macintosh 
computer lab. My position grew over time as 
Macintoshes became popular." She added that there 
are six Mac labs now. 
Seeley 's passion for Macintoshes also grew over 
time. Graduating from Grand Valley with a degree 
in biomedical communications, Seeley said her only 
experience with computers was from her classes in 
art and design. 
"I am completely self-taught," she said. "I've 
crashed a few times and had to recover data. They 
were hard lessons, but that 's how I learned." 
Seeley and the rest of the IT Department staff mem-
bers are working to implement several new projects. 
"We ' re working on a 
one-portal system, in 
which students and 
faculty only have one 
password for every-
thing. 
"We ' re also trying to 
have supplemental 
information for classes 
available through 
iTunes," said Seeley. 
"The hardest part Joy Seeley 
would be getting fac -
ulty comfortable with 
a camera and microphone in front of them, but it 
would give students more opportunity to interact in 
class and not worry about taking notes. 
"Students coming to Grand Valley tend to know 
more about how technology is changing. They are 
the driving force for change in our department." 
Seeley said her job is exciting because of the free-
dom to change. "Academic systems can' t be stag-
nate. Our technology must change and evolve for the 
students' sake," she said. 
Seeley is a 1987 Grand Valley alumna and has been 
married to Event Services staff member Dan Seeley 
for 20 years. 
What's Ahead 
SSD highlights student 
research 
From a presenta-
tion on the intrica-
cies of playing 
beach volleyball 
to the effects of 
music on motor 
tasks to the facts 
and myths of 
cervical cancer, 
the 400-plus pre-
sentations sched-
uled for Student 
Scholarship Day 
will high light 
student-driven File photo 
research. 
More than 600 
presenters wi ll 
participate in the 
Student Scholarship Day 
on Wednesday will high-
light student research. 
13th annual event, set for Wednesday, April 
9. Oral and poster presentations are schedu led 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in Padnos and Henry halls 
and the Kirkhof Center. Art exhibitions will run 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in Kirkhof Center and Lake 
Ontario Hall and a Fishladder exhibition is also 
set for that time in Lake Ontario. 
Tyrone Hayes, professor of integrative biology 
at the University of California at Berkeley, will 
give the keynote address, "From Silent Spring 
to Silent Night," at 4:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof 
Center, room 204. 
Visit the Web site www.gvsu.edu/ssd for a 
complete schedule of presentations. The event 
is sponsored by the College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies. 
Arts at Noon to feature 
French cabaret music 
The Arts at Noon Series features Rouge on 
Wednesday, April 9. Based on the West Coast, 
Rouge is an ensemble that brings to life the 
music and bon vivant atmosphere of the French 
cabaret music of Edith Piaf and beyond. 
Vocalist Janet Rayor leads Rouge 's blend of 
world-class singing, violin , acoustic bass , guitar 
and accordion. Admission is free for the noon 
performance at the Cook-DeWitt Center. For 
more information call xl3484 or visit www. 
gvsu.edu/music. 
Counseling Center 
participates in 
alcohol screening day 
The Counseling and Career Development 
Center will hold screenings in conjunction 
with National Alcohol Screening Day, set for 
Thursday, April 10. 
The event is held annually to raise awareness of 
drinking on campus and help provide informa-
tion about support and treatment resources. 
Throughout the day, participants can fill out a 
brief questionnaire and meet with a counselor. 
The screenings are confidential and will be held 
at the following locations: 
• Kirkhof Center main lobby, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
• Kleiner Commons, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
• DeVos Center student project area, 11 :30 
a.m.- 1:30 p.m.; 
• Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences 
Canepa Grand Lobby, 11:30 a.m. -1: 30 p.m.; 
• Counseling and Career Development 
Center, 204 Student Services, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Campus Recreation Center, 4-7 p.m. 
The Counseling Center 's Web site, www.gvsu. 
edu/counsel, also has a link to the screening. 
For more information, call x 13266. 
RSVP for A/P luncheon 
The deadline to make reservations for the 24th 
annual luncheon for administrative/professional 
staff members is Friday, April 11. 
The event is set for April 29, in the Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River Room, beginning at 
11 :45 a.m. Jeanne Arnold, vice president for 
Inclusion and Equity, will be the keynote 
speaker. 
RSVP by calling the Human Resources Office at 
x12215 or sending an e-mail to hro@gvsu.edu. 
University Arts Chorale 
will perform at area church 
The highly select University Arts Chorale, a 
55-member choral ensemble, and the Cantate 
Chamber Ensemble, newly formed this year, 
will present a concert as part of the Barker 
Concert Series at Central Reformed Church, 10 
College St. NE in Grand Rapids. 
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The University Arts Chorale will perform with 
Cantate Chamber Ensemble Sunday at the 
Central Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. 
The performance, set for 7:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 13, will include works by Benjamin 
Britten, Charles Villiers Stanford, Rene 
Clausen, Eric Whitacre and Johann Sebastian 
Bach, among others. 
The 10 members of the Cantate Chamber Choir 
will perform several madrigals that are secular 
a cappella pieces from the 16th and 17th centu-
ries. 
Associate Professor Ellen Pool , director of cho-
ral activities, will be the conductor, assisted by 
Gregory Crowell, univers ity organist, and Paul 
Melcher, choral accompanist. The event is free, 
but an offering will be taken. 
GradFest changes to 
accommodate needs 
More campus departments are participating in 
GradFest, making it a one-stop shop for stu-
dents. 
GradFest is set for April 14-17, from 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. each day. Location for Monday and 
Tuesday is the Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette 
Room; on Wednesday and Thursday it will be in 
the De Vos Center student project area. 
Students are encouraged to visit GradFest to 
pick up their cap and gown and commencement 
tickets. They can also meet with representa-
tives from Career Services and Financial Aid, 
learn more about giving to the Student Legacy 
Scholarship, and get information on the Alumni 
Association. 
The event is sponsored by Alumni Relations, 
Aramark, Dean of Students, University 
Development, University Bookstore and 
University Promotions. For more information, 
call the Alumni Relations office at xl3590. 
···--------------------------
Commencement ceremonies include presentation of awards to faculty member, former graduate 
continued from page 1 
Distinguished Alumnus. Davidson is a di stin-
guished professor at Michigan State University. 
He is also the editor for the American Journal 
of Community Psychology and a senior scientist 
with the Michigan Public Health Institute at 
MSU. After earning a bachelor's degree from 
Grand Valley in 1969, he earned a master's 
degree and doctorate from the University 
of Illinois. Davidson has become one of the 
nation's preeminent authorities on behavioral 
psychology, with much of his research focusing 
on the juvenile justice system, violence against 
women and the prevention of child abuse. 
Teresa Beck, associate professor and director of 
the therapeutic recreation program, will be hon-
ored as Outstanding Educator. She has been a 
member of the Grand Valley faculty since 1995. 
Beck's students said her passion for teaching 
and use of personal experiences helped prepare 
them for their careers. She was praised for her 
accessibi lity and concern for students' personal 
and professional development. Beck earned a 
bachelor 's degree from Indiana University, a 
master 's degree from Florida State University 
and a doctorate from the University of North 
Texas. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through April 14 
Campus Wellness hosts Run With Us. Tuesdays 
at 5 p.m. and Wednesdays at noon. 00 I FH. 
Call xl3659 for more information. 
Mon., April 7 
Noon : History Colloquium. "Ending the 'Male-
Only ' Policy: Heterosocial Trends in the 
Chicago YMCA, 1920-1932," by Justin 
Pettegrew. lO 19 MAK. Call x 13298 for more 
information . 
Tues., April 8 
lO a.m.: Pew Campus Blood Drive. DEV and 
CHS. Call x 17220 for more information. 
Noon: GVSU Quilters. 104 KC. Call xl8125 for 
more information. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Double reed con-
cert featuring Marlen Vavrikova, oboe, and 
John Clapp, bassoon. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. Call x 13484 for more 
information. 
Wed., April 9 
8 a.m. : Student Scholarship Day. HRY, PAD and 
KC. Call xl8655 for more information. 
lO a.m.: Counseling Center hosts Suicide 
Awareness and Education Program. 204 STU. 
Call xl3266 for more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series presents "Rouge." 
CDC. Call xl3484 for more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 167 LOH. Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
4:30 p.m.: Student Scholarship Day Keynote 
Lecture. "From Silent Spring to Silent Night: 
What Have We Learned?" by Tyrone Hayes. 
204 KC. Call x 17201 for more information. 
Thurs., April 10 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Call x17337 for 
more information. 
9 a.m.: National Alcohol Screening Day. Various 
locations. Call x 13266 for more information. 
2:30 p.m.: Area Studies presents Poetry Reading 
by Jawdat Fakhreddine. AH. Call x18110 for 
more information. 
3 p.m.: Counseling Center hosts Suicide 
Awareness and Education Program. 204 STU. 
Call x 13266 for more information. 
3:30 p.m.: Work Life Connections Panel 
Discussion . "How to Retire Happy: Preparing 
for the Psychological Aspects of Retirement." 
University Club Room, DEV. Call xl8011 for 
more information. 
7 p.m.: Sustainability in Housing Round Table 
VENTS 
Discussion. 103 LIT. Call x 12360 for more 
information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater production. "Nickel and 
Dimed." PAC. Call xl2300 for tickets. 
Fri., April 11 
6 p.m.: Relay for Life. FH Arena. Call x 12345 
for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater production. "Nickel and 
Dimed." PAC. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Facu lty Brass 
Quintet. CDC. Call x13484 for more informa-
tion. 
Sat., April 12 
Noon: Native American Student Association 
presents Spring Pow Wow. FH Arena. Call 
xl7113 for more information . 
7:30 p.m.: Theater production. "Nickel and 
Dimed." PAC. 
Sun., April 13 
3 p.m.: Concert. Symphonic Wind Ensemble. 
LAT, PAC. Call x 13484 for more information . 
7:30 p.m.: Concert. Cantate Chamber Singers 
and University Arts Chorale. Central 
Reformed Church, 10 College St. NE Grand 
Rapids. Call xl3484 for more information. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Peter A. Letzmann, adj unct instructor of public 
and nonprofit administration, was interviewed by 
the Detroit Free Press for a story about Detroit 
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick's legal defense fund . 
Sketches 
Elaine Sterrett Isely, research associate at the 
Annis Water Resources Institute, gave a presen-
tation, "INVEST: Applying GIS to Real World 
Problems," to sessions of the GIS and architec-
ture class at the Kent ISD in Grand Rapids. 
Biology facu lty members Michael Lombardo 
and Patrick Thorpe co-wrote an article, "Digit 
Ratios in Green Anolis Lizards," published in the 
Anatomical Record. 
WGVU Productions earned the fo llowing 
awards from the Michigan Associated Press 
Broadcasters Association: Shelley Irwin, pro-
ducer/host, received Best Feature Story fo r 
"She's Playing That Tune" and Honorable 
Mention for "A Survivor Speaks Out"; 
"High Gear 2007" received Best Enterprise/ 
Investigative Reporting; and "Green Building," 
earned Best Feature Story. WGVU also received 
an Honorable Mention for Television in the 
Arts/Cultural/Performance/Plays category of the 
Accolade Competition for "Messiah with the 
Calvin Oratorio Society 2007." 
Deanna Morse, professor of communications, 
has her video, "Forced Perspective: Odessa," on 
tour with the 27th Black Maria Fi lm Festival in 
New Jersey. The video was awarded Director 's 
Choice: Third Prize. It was also selected for 
screening at the Muskegon Film Festival. 
Roger Wilson, associate professor of education, 
was education program chair for the 2008 annual 
Michigan Academy of Science, Arts, and Letters 
conference held at Western Michigan University. 
He is also co-editor of the organization's journal, 
the Michigan Academician. 
Dan Vaughn, associate professor of physical 
therapy, presented a seminar, "Manual Therapy 
Techniques of the Lumbosacral and Pelvic 
Regions," at the Fieldhouse in association with 
the athletic training education program. 
Joel Stillerman, associate professor of sociol-
ogy, wrote a chapter, "Tradition, Adventure, and 
Pleasure in Santiago, Chile's Informal Markets," 
published in the book Lived Experiences of 
Public Consumption: Encounters with Value in 
Marketplaces on Five Continents. 
Bopi Biddanda, research scientist at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, received a grant 
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 's Office of Ocean Exploration to 
conduct a two-year study on submerged sinkhole 
ecosystems in Thunder Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary, Lake Huron. 
Mike Ashcraft, client services manager for 
Conference and Event Planning, received the 
Certified Meeting Professional designation by 
the Convention Industry Council. 
